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ART Bridges Europe 

The Story behind ART Bridges 

 

The idea of organizing the project was born at the Nantes Creative Generations forum in 2013.  

two teams from Georgia presented their projects at the forum, among other participants from 

Europe. Workshops organized in frames of the forum were focusing on the development of 

new project ideas. This is where the first idea to combine the topic about conflicts and using 

art, as forum theater and photography was born. The main word, on which project has been 

built was walls : How people create and built visible, as well as invisible walls between each 

other, and how this walls foster development of conflicts on different levels. Luckily, Jean-

Félix and Jérémie of the association Kouakilariv’ from Nantes decided to join the project idea, 

helping its development even more : Instead of organizing local photo workshops, the French 

side brought the idea to organize a photo tour around Europe, and explore regions, people, 

communities on the way from Nantes to Tbilisi.  As Nantes and Tbilisi, together with 

Saarbrucken are twin cities, the idea was even more widened, and Augenblick e.V joined the 

project as well. The final project idea has been submitted to NCG award and luckily won the 

third price. As the project idea was developing, more partners and supporters joined the team, 

therefore it became realistic to implement the project, which already starts the next days. The 

idea connected many people from many different places from Nantes to Saarbrucken 

and Tbilisi.  

About the project: 

Project Topic: Borders, identities and conflicts existing in the European communities. The 

project involves 6 photographers from Tbilisi (Georgia), Saarbrücken (Germany) and Nantes 

(France). In frames of the project a car trip is planned to start in Nantes and go through 

countries of Europe (see the map above). During the trip the project organizers will meet local 

organizations, communities and open discussion about the topics of the project. Video 

projections and exhibitions are planned in all three cities involved in the activity. The photo 

trip will start in July and will end in the middle of September. Video projections are planned 

in the beginning of September, the exhibitions will start in October in Nantes and Tbilisi 

(Saarbrücken in 2015) and will offer to the public to get involved in the discussion about the 

conflicts, identities and barriers in Europe. Goals and objectives: 

 Raise awareness about different kinds of former and existing conflicts in our 

communities 

 Get to know more about the cultural characteristics of the participants 

 Open the discussion in post-conflict areas about the topic: what are the gaps? 

 Reflect on cultural differences and social values existing in different countries and to 

highlight them in photos taken during the road trip 

 Build art bridges through photography and video 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/07/15/story-of-art-bridges/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/partners/
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Team: 

Name: Teona Dalakishvili  

Age: 24 

From: Tbilisi, Georgia 

Organization: Creative Development Center  

Occupation: Freelance youth worker/trainer. Mainly working on the topics 

of Conflict Management, Integration, Youth Empowerment and Cross 

Cultural Cooperation. 

 

 

Name: David Mirvelashvili  

Age: 23 

From: Tbilisi, Georgia 

Organization: Creative Development Center 

Occupation: Executive director of CDC, Freelance Photographer and Youth 

worker. Youth Peace Ambassador of Council of Europe. 

 

Name: Josephine Kretschmer  

Age: 27 

From: Saarbrücken, Germany 

Organization: Augenblick e.V. 

Occupation: Vice-President of the association Augenblick e.V., organization 

of the PhotoMarathon Nantes, Saarbrücken, Tbilisi. 

 

 

Name: Niklas Heimer 

Age: 25  

From: Saarbrücken, Germany 

Organization: Augenblick e.V. 

Occupation: Freelance Trainer and Photographer, Studies of Environmental 

Business Administration. 

 

 

 

http://www.cdcgeo.wordpress.com/
http://www.augenblick-ev.de/augenblick-ev/
http://www.augenblick-ev.de/augenblick-ev/
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Name: Jean-Félix Fayolle  

Age: 30 

From: Nantes, France 

Organization: Kouakilariv’ 

Occupation: Photographer at Kouakilariv’, he mostly works with people in 

difficult suburbs in France, Mexico or Philippines. He also founded the photographers 

collective Iris Pictures with Jérémie Lusseau. 

 

 

Name: Jérémie Lusseau 

Age: 28 

From: Nantes, France 

Organization: Iris Pictures 

Occupation: Photographer and project coordinator at Iris Pictures and 

volunteer at Kouakilariv’. He mostly works in Asian countries on social 

documentary subjects. 

  

Name: Grand Ma 

Age: 20 

From: Nantes, France  

Occupation: She is our car for the road trip through Europe. Renault 

Espace of 1994, she is called Grand Ma because of her big amount of 

kilometers already complete (she had 451 000 km leaving from Nantes). 

That’s why we have to be careful and nice with her if we want to complete 

this big trip of more than 10 000 km. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jeanfelix-fayolle.com/
http://www.kouakilariv.org/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/who-are-we/www.iris-pictures.com
http://www.jeremie-lusseau.net/
http://www.iris-pictures.com/
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Saarbrücken: Meeting with Café Exodus 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, July 29, 2014, we met Isabel Freund and Martin Bauer from our partner the local 

Youth Café Exodus. 

We were welcomed very warmly with the local beer and discussed with them about the first 

projection of  some pictures from the trip in their café in September (further information will 

follow soon). 

It was very interesting for us because they already have experience in organizing cultural 

exchanges between German and Georgian youngsters (see their T-Shirts). Especially for David, 

because he is working in a similar place in Tbilisi, so maybe there will be some cooperation in 

the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/07/31/first-meeting-with-cafe-exodus/
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French / German border 

 

Our first trip “on the field” took place at the “Goldene Bremm” between Metz and 

Sarrebrucken. 

The customs offices at this border between France and Germany were abandoned in 1993 but 

some of the buildings still remain nowadays, surprisingly well conserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/07/31/french-german-border/
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Inner-German border: Border Museum Schifflersgrund 

 

On 1st of August our trip to the East started. From the French/German border we passed 

Rhineland-Palatinate and Hesse to reach the former inner-German border next to Bad Sooden-

Allendorf (West) and Asbach-Sickenberg (East) where there is nowadays the Border Museum 

Schifflersgrund. Thanks to a big collection of audio and video documents, warning signs, 

military vehicles from both sides of the iron curtain and former border installations we could 

get an impression how massive the border had influenced the peoples live around the inner-

German border. 

The visit created the awareness that we can be happy that the period of the divided 

Germany/Europe has ended 25 years ago. We all have been born around this transition period. 

We can’t and don’t want to imagine how our lives would be like if this huge border would still 

exist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/03/inner-german-border-border-museum-schifflersgrund/
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Leipzig 

After the iron curtain, we drove to Leipzig. We met Charlotte and Marcel, a French-German 

couple and slept at their place. Their flat, shared with another couple with a baby, is located 

in a decayed building that was bought by their friends. They live together like a community 

Leipzig was one of the biggest industrial and fair town in Eastern Germany since the end of 

the last century. This city was the heart of the first demonstrations against the German wall 

which led to the nationwide protests. When it fell down, almost half of the population fled to 

the west from one day to the next. Lots of buildings are still empty today; some are occupied 

since 25 years by different kind of communities, most of the owners being in the West now. 

When you arrive to Leipzig, you feel very surprised to find so much abandoned places. Still 

today, there is an economical gap between Eastern and Western Germany, such as the salaries 

may be 30% less in the East. Leipzig was part of the ex-Eastern Germany controlled by USSR. 

There are still a lot of communist influences in this city, such as orthodox churches, buildings, 

statues and even a kind of socialist way of living.  

Even though the town is still damaged, a new dynamic starts with the development of a 

cultural and artistic movement. For example, the “Spinnerei”, an old cotton factory where 

artists come from all over the world for residences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/leipzig/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=234
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=235
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=237
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=236
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Europetown Goerlitz/Zgorzelec – German/Polish border 

We shortly stopped in the so-called Europetown Goerlitz/Zgorzelec. Goerlitz is the 

easternmost city of Germany. The river Neisse naturally divides Poland and Germany. While 

crossing the border between those two countries, for the first time on our trip, we were asked 

by the federal police to show our passports. Meanwhile, it seemed to be random and not regular 

controls. 

Even if Goerlitz is a border town, we haven’t the impression that the Polish culture was very 

visible there, except of several bilingual signs. This impression was confirmed by a lady in a 

private tourist office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/europetown-goerlitzzgorzelec-germanpolish-border/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/europetown-goerlitzzgorzelec-germanpolish-border/img_1855/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/europetown-goerlitzzgorzelec-germanpolish-border/dsc07910/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/europetown-goerlitzzgorzelec-germanpolish-border/dsc_6268/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/europetown-goerlitzzgorzelec-germanpolish-border/img_1851/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/europetown-goerlitzzgorzelec-germanpolish-border/l9971076/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/europetown-goerlitzzgorzelec-germanpolish-border/dsc_6252/
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Twin city: Cieszyn (Poland) – Český Těšín (Czech Republic) 

Next stop of our trip was again a city located on the border: Cieszyn in Poland and Český Těšín 

in Czech Republic. The natural border is the river Olza. As both countries claimed the town, 

it had already been separated in 1920. The division including border controls lasted until 

Poland and the Czech Republic became member of the European Union and the Schengen 

zone. Then all existing border controls have been closed. Nowadays, the inhabitants can easily 

cross the three bridges to get to the other part of the twin town. 

Korni, owner of the hostel 3 Bros’ located in the Polish part of the town, told us that there 

were also some advantages as his teachers came several times too late to school due to the 

controls. So people of the city now can benefit of the best part of each culture such as the 

Czech beer. 

 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/09/twin-city-cieszyn-poland-cesky-tesin-czech-republic/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=279
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=281
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=277
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=276
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=278
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=280
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Ahoj Bratislava! 

Bratislava, capital of Slovakia is another twin city on our way. The location of the city totally 

fits to our project: Bordering Austria and Hungary, it is the only national capital that borders 

two independent countries. In addition to that with only 55 km to the Austrian capital Vienna, 

they are the closest capitals in Europe and also twin cities with many corporation projects. 

We were welcomed very warmly by Katarina and the other members of the cyclist movement 

Cyklo Kuchyňa. She organized for us an iron curtain tour by bike through the borders of 

Bratislava. Our guide Juro from Authentic Slovakia showed us the borderland of Bratislava. 

He stressed that it could happen that people were shot while trying to cross the border to 

Austria. 

In the afternoon we discovered the suburb of the town, which is the biggest so-called concrete 

housing area in Europe. We also cycled to the Bridge of Freedom (local people just call it Chuck 

Norris Bridge) which connects Austria to Slovakia. On the way stands a memorial in 

remembrance of 400 people shot by the border patrols while trying to cross the river during 

the Cold War period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/09/bratislava/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=291
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=297
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=295
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=296
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=292
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Eastern Slovakia and Ukraine 

After Bratislava we headed to Ukrainian border. At the small village Velke Slemence (Slovakia) 

the border to enter Ukraine can only be crossed by pedestrians. As soon as you enter Mali 

Selmentsi in Ukraine, you can see huge differences between two countries: economical, 

linguistic, cultural… We stayed not that long in the village and continued our way to another 

Ukrainian town, Uzhgorod. 

Despite the general situation in Ukraine, one can not really feel any kind of tensions in the 

Western part of the country. We can just feel the very low economic situation such as 

influence of Russian language and culture. Thanks to David, our only way to communicate 

with the people was in Russian. 

Despite Uzhgorod we discovered places near by the border, driving till Romania. These places 

were totally different than city life, including people, infrastructure and etc. 

It was good experience for our team to compare European countries and country near border, 

because it was not planed at all and it was worth of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/eastern-slovakia-and-ukraine/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/eastern-slovakia-and-ukraine/dsc_7582/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/eastern-slovakia-and-ukraine/dsc_7603/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/eastern-slovakia-and-ukraine/img_2642/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/eastern-slovakia-and-ukraine/img_2894/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/eastern-slovakia-and-ukraine/img_2906/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/eastern-slovakia-and-ukraine/img_2986/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/eastern-slovakia-and-ukraine/img_2988/
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Meeting point: Romania 

 

Baia Mare is the biggest city in Northern Romania. Although it sounds like the city name is 

connected with the sea, it means Big Mine –  as the city has a long tradition of mining silver, 

gold and  copper. Nowadays the mines are officially closed, but in fact there are still people 

illegally collecting and then selling copper. In the old social housing buildings nearby the mine 

lives a gipsy community. They pay symbolic amount of 50 Lei per month for the rent. Daniel, 

our couch surfing host, told us that during the mining period the river was one of the most 

polluted rivers in Romania. Luckily it is getting better and environmental balance is 

recovering. 

In Bucharest we met our team member Teona from Georgia, who joined our trip and will 

continue journey together with us. Bucharest is a very dynamic European city, also facing 

some challenges and borders. After meeting NGO Romani CRISS, we rediscovered that despite 

abolishing the official borders, people still create new gaps among them. Romani CRISS is 

working on the problems encountered by Roma people, Romania wide 21 years long already. 

However, problems are not solved and cases of hate crime and use of hate speech is still very 

common in everyday life. 

Only in frames of one project Romani CRISS had almost 20 000 beneficiaries, but without 

unifying society around the problem, solutions are still difficult to find. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/olympus-digital-camera-13/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_5309/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_5270/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_5207/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_5113/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_3352/
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https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_5051/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_5018/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_5004/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_3294/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_3184/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/img_3054/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/dsc08684/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/dsc_7668-3/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/dsc_7678-2/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/dsc_7926/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/meeting-point-romania/dsc_7605/
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Bulgaria 

On August 13th we have crossed the border of Romania heading to Bulgarian border town 

Ruse. After entering the city we directly went to meet representatives of Europe Direct. The 

office is in the city center and mainly aims to inform citizens about EU. Unfortunately, in the 

office we got to know, that our appointment on the second day with the governor was 

canceled, as he was fired. Nevertheless, we had amazing experience in this town. While 

searching for a place to stay, we were invited by local journalist, Asia Pencheva, who offered 

us her place in exchange to our story. We spent an interesting evening discussing our project, 

our findings and specialties of living on the border side. For people from Ruse it is much easier 

to go to Bucharest, as this is much more near than the actual capital of Bulgaria – Sofia. So 

identity of inhabitants of Ruse is mixed sometimes. 

On the contrary to amazing architecture, representatives of Europe Direct guided our team to 

explore abandoned places in Ruse and see other side of the city. The city center is much 

different from what you can see in few kilometers from the main square. Ruse seems to be 

very industrial, which also causes lots of ecological problems. On the both sides of Danube, 2 

countries have to struggle with pollution of the river, which leads to negotiations between two 

countries on different levels. 

Next day we drove to Gurkovo, exploring more local villages on the way. This place is the twin 

village of Couffé, a small village near Nantes. In Gurkovo we were welcomed by chief of 

firemen, Atanas, discussing the life in Gurkovo and rethinking our route: as we discovered, 

the border of Bulgaria with Greece and Turkey was very near, so we spontaneously decided to 

visit Turkish border villages. 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/
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https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/dsc_0599-2/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/dsc_0693/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/dsc_8032/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/dsc_8126/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/dsc08816/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/img_3442/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/img_3448/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/img_3565/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/img_3622/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/img_5441/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/img_5492/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/bulgaria/img_5671/
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Not far from Europe 

 

We have crossed another border to leave EU for some time and go to Turkish villages that are 

allocated near the border. After some time we entered a small town called Uzuhkopru. 

Walking around, taking some pictures, we have experienced culture quite different from 

where we have been before. After walking in the city, we accidentally came across a ceremony, 

which was a bit strange for us. We met lots of people celebrating an event near the bus station. 

It looked like a good bye evening for the guy, who was driving around town with his friends 

on motorcycles. Lots of people of different ages have been standing around the bus, going to 

Eastern part of Turkey. The guy with the flag, who looked like a main hero of the evening, 

joined other passengers of the bus. Before the bus left the station, friends and relatives have 

fulfilled one last ritual: singing national anthem to the beloved person who was leaving. After 

the bus crossed the bridge and left town, we found out that the ceremony was farewell for a 

young man going to army. As it turns out going to army is a very important thing for young 

men. Some employers would not hire persons who did not go to serve at the army. Even saying 

loudly anything against the army service is believed to be betrayal and even prohibited by the 

law. Therefore, going to army for young man is a very honorable moment on one hand, but it 

is also very difficult for parents and relatives to let their children to leave their houses, as they 

are starting new independent life. And although some people would prefer to cancel 

mandatory military service, most of them would not protest it loudly. 

We spent few hours in the town, and after making some friends we left for crossing another 

border: We went to Greece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/
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https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/dsc_0788/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/dsc_0832/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/dsc_0873/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_3740/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_3742/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_3752/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_3763/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_3974/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_5712/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_5734/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_5784/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_5742/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/not-far-from-europe/img_5809/
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Back to EU 

Entering European Union from Turkish side was a bit complicated. Greece border control does 

not really trust Georgian team members, and after seeing their passports decided to make more 

detailed check about their aims for entering Greece. There is a big Georgian community living 

in Greece, some of them illegally, so even with the Schengen Visa, our teamers were not that 

much welcomed. We needed to explain in detail the project, and tell the border police all the 

story about three city cooperation. After hearing the story of the project, sound and face of 

border guys has changed and they let us enter the eastern side of Greece. 

We have been driving to Alexandropolis, you can still feel that the town is near the border, as 

many Turkish citizens come here for their vacation or just a weekend. When looking at the 

map we got to know, that region we were crossing was called Macedonia. This name is another 

reason for dispute for Greece with the republic of Macedonia: both countries are using the 

same name and both of them are sure that it is their and only their right to have this name. 

Because of this Republic of Macedonia was demanded to be called like this instead of just being 

Called Macedonia. It was very symbolic for us to have Macedonia as our next destination. 
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https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/back-to-eu/dsc09073/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/back-to-eu/img_4062/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/back-to-eu/img_5927/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/back-to-eu/img_6126/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/back-to-eu/dsc_0895-2/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/back-to-eu/dsc_0951-2/
https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/back-to-eu/img_6119/
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Makedonija 

We are always trying to go to smaller cities, and instead of using hotels staying with friends or 

even strangers, listening to different personal stories and exploring local communities. 

Macedonian town Kavadarci was not an exception. We stayed at our friend’s place, family 

have told us the stories about the country and the surrounding of Kavadarci.  

As it turned out, our host was very much concerned with the Roma people living nearby. They 

live a bit far from other inhabitants, having no access to water and all basic needs. Children 

are not going to school, they lack access to basic needs, they do not have jobs, but what is the 

most problematic, citizens of Kavadarci mostly do not do anything to make a change and 

improve living conditions of these people even for a bit, to make a step forward  in 

communication with them. Most of the people try to avoid this community, ignore their 

existence and problems they have, while having as an excuse that most of Roma people are 

violent and rude. However, they miss one point: this attitude has a reason, and usually people 

should try themselves in the shoes of others, especially try to imagine having life like this, 

living everyday with their children in the environment like this. As it turned out, usually it is 

easier to close your eyes and pretend there are no problems and you can continue your 

everyday life without caring about neighbors, who can not afford bread and water, not to talk 

about education, for their kids. We visited Roma Community on the first day we arrived to 

Kavadarci. It is very rare to meet people so alive and joyful. Settlement is full of noisy children, 

who are bit resistant at the beginning and very open in couple of minutes. We took pictures, 

as they ask for more, and they want to see all the time, how they look like on pictures. They 

do not want to let us go and hope we will come next day as well. Some people speak German, 

as some of them have lived in Germany, or some of their relatives are still there. Life is very 

difficult, however, still full of joy. “Could you imagine anybody living in such conditions being 

still so joyful?” asks our host, definitely not. Most of the people earn their money by collecting 

some garbage and bottles. Only in exceptional cases you can find anybody working time to 

time, receiving private offers. We could not leave Macedonia without being thankful to our 

Roma friends for hosting us for few hours. We bring them some pictures we printed for them, 

which makes them so happy and again they want to host us again and again everyday. 

https://artbridgeseurope.wordpress.com/2014/08/22/makedonija/


ART Bridges Europe 

Unfortunately, this is very small what we could do for them. We had to leave Macedonia after 

two beautiful days spent in Kavadarci. 
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Gëzuar! 

Our first destination in Albania was Durres, a seaside city full of tourists and people with 

diverse background. We have heard many languages, but mostly Italian. as we found it out, 

many Albanians move to Italy, therefore, many of them can speak good Italian. We were 

welcomed by our local contact, who also told us that sometimes it is really dangerous to stay 

out after 9-10 PM, and that local mafia is actually very powerful. However, we put our tents 

not far from Durres to spend night before driving to Northern Albania before entering Kosovo. 

We almost reached the border control, but saw a village which we decided to visit, just to take 

couple of pictures, but our stay turned out to be much longer: Locals invited us to have a tea 

with them, which was followed by tasting homemade Rakya, prepared by oldest representative 

of the family. We met lots of children: Grandpa has 9 children, and many grandchildren. Every 

summer they unite, although each of them is living in different towns and even countries: one 

of the daughters is living in Greece, nevertheless they visit parents every summer, and then 

village becomes very noisy and relieved. As we had to live to go to Prizren, in Kosovo, where 

we have been invited to Dokufest, we were asked to come back next day. 

Even though we had different plans, we could not resist not to take the invitation, we woke 

up very early to visit the family for few hours and come back to Prizren. Children took us to 

observe how Rakya is made, and afterwards we went hiking. Despite the fact we wanted to go 

back to Dokufest, we joined family for a dinner and in the end we felt so connected to this 

people, it was impossible for us to leave, so we spent another night in Albania, discussing local 

traditions, political situations, telling stores and enjoying gorgeous view. 

“Albanians are hated everywhere”, this sentence we have heard from different members of 

family. Most of children want to go abroad, as they see better future in other countries, 

especially in Europe. People of Albania like Kosovo, we have also hard from Kosovian friend, 

that people are the same, that they are Albanians. Grandpa tells us stories of political past of 

Albania, many of his friends are now politicians, but they are not in touch anymore. When 

we talk about Kosovo, we hear from him, that very soon Kosovo will be unified with Albania, 

which will be another political step of newly formed state. 

The morning is rainy, and we have to come back to Kosovo, and go to Montenegro, however, 

we all hope we will come back to visit our new friends one day. 
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Kosovo 

New state that is still searching for identity: as we mentioned in post about Albania, we hear 

from our local friends that they consider themselves as Albanian, Albanians think that they 

will reunite, but what will happen? Nothing is known up to now precisely. 

We joined camping site of Dokufest, big film festival organized in Prizren, one of the most 

beautiful cities of Kosovo. However, we could not really enjoy festival, as we decided to revisit 

Albanian village. 

Despite high rate of unemployment and illegal employment, people seem to be relaxed 

enjoying their lives in this city. 

While driving through Kosovo in direction of Montenegro, we passed American military base. 

While reaching the border control, we realized that Kosovo’s border with Montenegro is on 

one of the highest border points, and definitely very impressive. 
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Montenegro 

We have entered Montenegro from side of Kosovo. The way to border goes to mountain and 

probably is one of the highest border control points. On all borders in Balkan countries we 

saw the posters against trafficking: seems that all states try to unify for fighting trafficking, 

however, this is still a big problem. After checking all our luggage and assuring we are not 

transporting drugs, border control let us in the country. But journey turned out to be not that 

easy: while trying to find the way to our destination: Pljevlja, which is bordering town near 

Serbia, We came across another border control, instead of going through Montenegro we took 

a way going through Serbia. After getting our stamps from Serbian border controller, he 

learned, that Georgians are not allowed to Enter Serbia with Schengen Visa. Therefore, our 

stamps were annulated and we had to take another way to our destination. 

We met our local hosts, who showed us the town and told us stories about the history of 

country and the place. Pjlevlja is only 12 KM away from Serbia, most of the people consider 

themselves more Serbian, and you can find writing both in Latin and Cyrillic. You can also 

find Serbian Monastery next to the churches, which remained after Ottoman Empire. Town is 

very special: small but very diverse, where population keep living in peace despite all the 

differences. “Ottoman Empire influenced our culture very much, you can find those influences 

in cuisine, religion as well as understandings of gender quality” says one of our hosts. 

Town seems to be very green, but behind the parks there is a power plant, which is sometimes 

a reason of pollution. Therefore young people unite under Green movements and NGO’s to 

reduce bad influence of the industry. 

We have also heard very interesting story about Novi Pazar, which is Serbian town not far 

from the border: as most of the population is Muslim, leaders of town want to become 

autonomous, Serbia sees this fact as a danger for the sovereignty. Although things seem to be 

more stabilized in the Balkans, it seems that diversity brings more and more dynamics to the 

general situation in the region. 
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Sarajevo 

After a long trip from Montenegro, we reached Sarajevo in the evening, desperately searching 

for the hostel we got to know that we could be hosted by an amazing family of alumni of our 

partner organization, MitOst, by Elma. We should admit to be very lucky, as we always have 

a chance to meet amazing people on amazing places. 

After spending the evening with our host, we planned our next days in Sarajevo. 

Walking through the city, you see big contrasts of religion, culture, people, appearance… and 

you see that almost all houses still have scares of the war. You can still see which walls were 

hit by bullets. After going through old streets, we met a friend of Elma, Edwin, who is a 

journalist and author of one of the books about the war in Bosnia. Edwin is a human rights 

activist, as a witness of the war he tells us many stories. As we got to know, human cruelty 

was very much exposed in this city, in remembrance of the fact, that this should not happen 

again. Edwin is organizing different activities with other activists from Montenegro, Croatia 

and Serbia. 

Not everybody is open to talk about war crimes, however, there are many organizations in all 

countries, who are opening this discussions in their societies, openly demanding recognition 

of those crimes. 

As we learn, Bosnia is still a country with divisions: 3 official presidents, 3 official languages, 

and different flags: this is now the reality of country. Mainly people are labelled by religion, 

as all people speak same language, but different dialect. 

There are recognized 3 main nations: Croats, Serbs and Bosnians, but there are many other 

minorities, they can never run for presidency, which is another problem. It means that Jews, 

Roma or other nations are having less rights than others. 

There is another problem that usually unites those 3 nations, which have a lot to argue about 

in other cases: LGBT. They see this community as a common enemy, although sometimes they 

consider themselves as each other’s enemies, they can cooperate in struggling against the 

common enemy. 

After realizing how interesting this city is, and how much we still have to hear, we stay one 

more day, and decide to drive on 28 of August to Mostar, divided city. 
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Divided city – Mostar 

We heard lots of stories about divided city of Mostar, located not far from the Croatian border 

with Bosnia. The city is a perfect example of polarizations that occurs in the country. There is 

an old bridge in the town, which divides the small town in two different societies. One is 

Catholic, while another one is Muslim. When entering the city, you see a big Cross on the top 

of the hill, and then you know which part of the town is presenting which side. On the other 

side of the river, you see Mosques, and flags that are representing Muslim entity, while on the 

catholic side you see Croatian national symbolic. However, it seems that churches are copying 

the design of minarets, and it looks like a game: which is highest and more visible from outside? 

Well, this is our view, but the architecture definitely says a lot about the division between two 

societies. It is a paradox, there is no wall, but a bridge in this city, but during the war, this was 

a bridge that was destroyed and people could not communicate anymore, well they did not 

have a will to communicate and did not really identify themselves with each other. As 

mentioned in the post before, religion in this country is a label which creates walls and barriers 

between people. 

Another interesting thing we have noticed in the town is war tourism: instead of dramatizing 

the war, people make money out of it: you see lots of souvenirs symbolizing the war, conflict, 

such a bullet pens, and other souvenirs made from the parts of different weapons. The bridge, 

that was once destroyed, hosts lots of visitors, and the city became just another touristic 

attraction, we wonder, how much tourists can see the story behind the souvenirs they buy and 

bring back home, or if they have real understanding of what those weapons meant for the city 

some time ago. 
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Way back to Germany and France 

We drove from Mostar to the Croatian border. When entering Croatia, we saw a sign 

“European Union”, which is quite new for people living in the country. We see the same flags 

as in Mostar and we are out of the region with high Minarets. We stayed in small town that 

belongs to Dalmatia, not far away from Zadar. This region had very close relations with Italy, 

Venice, both political, economic and cultural. It once belonged to Italy, and one can definitely 

feel Italian influence with people, architecture, economy… 

As we heard very interesting stories about Trieste, we randomly decided to visit the city that 

was divided between Yugoslvia and Italy until 1975. The city still has two ports, two railway 

stations, and you can still see remains of two religions: catholic and orthodox churches. The 

one of railway stations, as well as one of the ports seem to be abandoned, still remaining the 

Socialist symbolic.  In Trieste, we have also visited a concentration camp, where thousands of 

Slovenians, Croats, Bosniacs and other supporters of communist party or intellectuals were 

tortured. 

From Trieste we made long way to Austria through Alps. Our idea was to randomly knock at 

a farmer’s house and ask them to let us put our tent in their yard. We found a small village on 

our way, and decided to stop there. After checking two houses, we found only a kid who was 

home alone and we asked him if we could stay in the village and sleep in the car. After getting 

used to Balkan hospitality, we could not imagine what would happen to us: in few minutes 

family came, blocked our car and did not let us leave the village, until police came and checked 

all our documents and our car. We had to answer all questions and open all our bags, till they 

realized we were no criminals. After telling a bit about our project, guys offered us to show 

camping place, camping administrator asked us to pay for sleeping in our car on his territory. 

Well, definitely we said no and found another place. 

After this night full of adventures we have arrived to Bodensee: International lake divided by 

three countries: Switzerland, Austria and Germany. And here we go with preparations for our 

first presentation in Saarbrucken on the 3rd. On our way back to France, we stopped near 

Verdun in memorials of the world wars. The French people of Nantes will be able to see a 

projection on the 13th of September presented by the Georgian and French teams. 
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WE ARE HAPPY TO LET YOU KNOW THAT OUR EXHIBITIONS 

WILL BE ORGANIZED ALSO IN 2015, FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

FOLLOW US: 

WWW.ARTBRIDGESEUROPE.WORDPRESS.COM 
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